oe / 


New London County Historical Society 


SHAW MANSION 


ll Blinman Street New London, Conn. 


Quarterly 


Pe ae 


Bulletin 


Merry Christmas to All 


Sine Gc. JES EM BS 


ACTIVITIES SINCE THE LAST BULLETIN 


Sept. 27: Members of the course in history Nov. 8: Our Advisory Board met at 8:00 
given in the Waterford Adult P.M. at the Mansion. As the re- 
Education Program visited the sult of a letter from Mr. 
Shaw Mansion. Driscoll, Executive Director of 
Sept. 28: A reception for local history New London's Redevelopment Agency, 
teachers was held at the Man- which was prompted by a letter he 
sion. Mr. Jordan and Mr. Small received from the State Develop- 
addressed the group. Mrs. ment Commission requesting a 
Ellery Allyn headed a committee survey of buildings in New London 
for refreshments. having historical or architec- 
Sept. 29: Annual Meeting of the Society. tural value, Mr. Small appointed 
Details will be found else- a Survey Committee consisting of 
where in this Bulletin. Mrs. Dwight Lyman, Mrs. Margaret 
Oct. I1: Two bus-loads of Harbour School Stacy, and Messrs. Henkle Scott, 
pupils toured the Mansion. Fred Smith, and Edgar Mayhew. 
Oct. 12: We were visited by members of Mr. Small will act as Chairman. 
the Groton Adult Education Upon vote of the Board, the 
Program, President appointed an Accession 
Nov.4,5,6: A number of our members, named and Disposal Committee, This 


in the last Bulletin, assisted 
at the Conference of New Eng- 
land Historical Societies at 
the Mystic Seaport, and one 
member, Edgar Mayhew, spoke on 
the program. Another member, 
Dwight Lyman, now President of 
the Connecticut League of His- 
torical Societies, was the 
Chairman, Our Mr. Attwill was 
Treasurer, 
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ACTIVITIES (Cont'd) 


Committee is composed of Mr. 
Mayhew, Chairman, Mrs. Ellery 
Allyn, and Mrs. James Maher. 
Another committee to look into 
the problem of space that is 
confronting the Society was 
found to be needed. This group 
is still to be completed. Mr. 
E. Gorton Rogers and Mr. Ralph 
Wadleigh were named, but Mr. 
Wadleigh has found it necessary 
to ask to be relieved. The names 
will be published when the mem- 
bership is completed. 


EARLY SCENES IN OUR TOWN 

'f one walks around the central part of 
our town, as the subject of this episode 
did, and can bring himself to ignore what 
is there today, he can, with a little 
fiight of the imagination, see strange 
sights and hear strange sounds. 

A few paces east of the Crocker House, 
our fellow citizen with ears attuned to 
time long past, heard the click of the 
old printing press of the Green family. 
Because of. the scarcity of presses, 
printing was a very important business 
in the days when the Greens first came 
to New London and started their work in 
other locations in town. The family did 
outstanding service here for over a hun- 
dred years. a 

In his nostalgic mood he sees a man 
with a bucket crossing the Parade to a 
mansion opposite Green Street. The man 
must be a friend of Dr. Brainard who 
owns the mansion and has permitted him 
to get water from the well in the rear. 
This was the best drinking water avall- 
able. Farther down the street, two mén 
from the DAILY STAR are seen hurrying 
toward the Old Town Pump. This water 
was not very palatable, but was good 
for the DAILY STAR which used twenty or 
thirty gallons a day. Once it had served 
its purpose, it was dumped into the 
street. Business establishments in that 
vicinity made use of the pump, and there 
was a group of citizens that considered 
the needs of. downtown were being ade- 
quately cared for, and that a new-fan- 
geled water system was just plain ex- 
travagance. Well, let's consider this 
to be simply old New England thrift. 

As our friend nears the corner of 
what used to be the Parade and the 
Bank (the latter referring to the road 
along the bank of the river), he blots 
out the present day traffic of people 
and cars that throng the intersection, 
and sees a large crowd of men, women, 
and children with picks and shovels. 
This was soon after the Battle of 
Lexington, and they had been warned 
that hostile British ships were ap- 
proaching the harbor. Forts Trumbull 
and Griswold were not yet in existence, 
and these worthy people were digging a 
trench and putting up breastworks from 
a point near the place on Bank Street 
where THE DAY office stood some years 


ago, and across State Street to Atlantic 
Street, then known as Prison Street. 

Their work was in vain as the ships 

turned out to be merchant-men bound for 
Europe that had put in here to escape bad 
weather. History does not record what was 
said to those who gave the warning. 

As our stroller turns around to face up 
street, smoke of the vintage of 1773 ts 
seen arising right in the middle of the 
roadway. Oh, Boston wasn't the only 
place to have a tea-party. New London 
and other communities went right along 
with the idea. The smoke was coming 
from a great pile of tea that the citizens 
had brought from their pantries at great 
sacrifice, for they loved their drink of 
tea. Heaven help the family that held 
back a goodly supply, as they undoubtedly 
would be closely watched for Tory lean- 
ings. That lady who appears to be a 
ring-leader at this tea-party is Mrs. 
Brooks, the mother of Jonathon Brooks. 

Starting for home, our dreamer barely 
escaped disaster, not from a coach drawn 
by four horses, but from a car propelled 
by sixty horses all ingeniously stowed 
under the hood. With a jolt, he pulled 
himself out of the 18th Century and care~- 
fully plodded home in the 20th. 


HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 


Again this year, Mrs. Knox will give 


the Mansion a festive appearance with 
. Christmas decorations. 
bers will drop in and enjoy the scene. 


We do hope mem- 


Occasions for viewing will be between 
1 and & P.M., Dec. 20th through the 23rd, 
and also Dec. 27th through the 3lst. 


BOOKS PURCHASED 
Miron and Brass Implements of English 
and American Homes!!, by Lindsay 
"Guide to Victorian Furniture!', by 
Ormsbee 
‘MReturns Of Whaling Vessels...From 
American Ports, 1876-1928, by Hagarty 


NEEDS 


A large rug is needed for the dining room. 


We would be very pleased to have at least 
five more ladies volunteer as hostesses, 


ACCESSIONS 

Baby clothes, stencilled trunk, and 
trousseau nightgowns of Satira Palmer 
(Mrs. Frederick Mercer)--gifts of Mrs. 
Harold Wellington. 

White voile and lace debutant dress, 
worn by Mary Wheeler (Mrs. Wm. Dewart) 
--gift of Mrs. James Morehead. 

A replica of the Bennington Battle Flag, 
and two men's top-hats--gifts of Mrs. E. 
Gorton Rogers. 

A mustard silk calash, and Empire linen 
shift or chemise--gifts of Mrs. Katharine 
B. Fleming. 

Letters to the Waite Family of Mystic-- 
gift of Mr. and Mrs. Grover Page and Miss 
Kathryn Moss. 

Genealogy of the Stokes Family covering 
1000 years--gift of Mr. W. E. D. Stokes,Jn 

The "CONN. Gazette! for Feb. 28, 1777-- 
gift of Mrs. Anthony Schwartz of Phila. 

'tjohn Paul Jones''--book received from 
the U. S. Navy. 

Account Book of Jared Starr, a merchant 
of Groton, 1805-1834--gift of Mr, 
Lawrence |. Verry. 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
Place each number of the left column 
with the proper item in the right column. 
Answers are on the following page. 


1.Shaw Mansion a. 1646 

2.Fort Nonsense b.1678 
3.Burning of New London c.1784 

hk .Custom House d.Soldiers'& 
5.Union Station Sailors! 
6.Name ,New London,legalized Monument 
7.Meeting House Hill e.Reed Street 
8.Founding of New London f 1824 


9.Hempsted House 


g.Public Library 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was 
held on Sept. 29th at the Mohican Hotel 
Roof, with forty some persons present. 
Our speaker was Mr. George C. White, 
President of the Eugene o'Neil] Memorial 
Theatre Foundation, who gave a very in- 
teresting talk on the theatre in general, 
and the work of the Memorial Foundation 
in particular. 

Rev. Clarence R. Wagner gave the Invo- 
cation, and Rev. Norman M. MacLeod, Jr., 
the Benediction. 

After the President and the Committee 
Chairmen had given their reports, the 
Society elected the following slate of 
officers which was presented by a Nomi- 
nating Committee consisting of Mr. A. A. 
Young,Jr., Chairman, Mrs. J. Warren 
Horton, Mrs. Stanton Latham, and Miss 
Helen Whiton: 

President: Mr. Carlton F. Small 
Vice-Presidents: 

Mr. Edmund C. Johnston 

Mrs. James E. Maher 

Mr. Oscar A. Seaholm 
Recording Secretary:  —:., 

Miss Hazel A. Johnso 
Treasurer: 

Winthrop Bank & Trust Co. 
Finance Board: 

Mr. Ralph Es Wadleigh, Chairman 

Mr. G. Laurens Attwill 

Mr. Fred J. Smith 
Advisory Board: 

Mrs. Charles A. Allen 

Mrs. W. Ellery Allyn 

Mr. G. Laurens Attwill 

Miss Elsie Fengar 

Mr. Charles B. Gardner 

Miss Isabell Grimes 

Mrs. J. Warren Horton 


10.0ld Court House h.The Savannah Miss Margaret Heyer 


11.Sebastion Lawrence 1.1658 Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
12.Breen Cove j.Architect Mills Mr. Edmund C. Johnston 
13.Lafayette visited here k.1781 Mr. Philip N. Jordon, Jr. 
14. Jedediah Huntington 1.1756 Mrs. Stanton Latham 


15.Henry P. Haven 
16.Moses Rogers 
17.Richard H. Chappell 


Mrs. James E. Maher 

Mr. Edgar deN. Mayhew 
Mr. E. Gorton Rogers 

Mr. Henkle Scott 

Mr. Oscar A. Seaholm 

Mr. Fred J. Smith 

Miss Helen Whiton 

Mr. Ralph Wadleigh 

Mrs. Alfred A. Young, Jr. 


m.First Pres. ,N.L. 
Board of Trade 
n.Bulkeley Place 
o.Vicinity Ocean 
& Willetts Aves. 
p.Builder of ''Mt. 
Vernon!!! Mansion 
q.Architect 
Richardson 
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ANSWERS TO TEST Custodian in residence: | 
SE A Ne Mrs, Charles Menery 


8 a 3 k Corresponding Secretary and Curator: 
9 b 5 Mrs. Adam Knox 
ld c 17 m The Society's telephone number is: 
Il d 7on 43-1209 
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